Running Header: PEDOGOGIES OF PLACE – VESZI

PEDOGOGIES OF PLACE – VESZI

 
8

Reflecting on Place-Based Education
Laszlo Veszi

11142687

University of Saskatchewan

Table of contents

Introduction – p. 1

Place-based education and why it matters – p. 2

Importance for using “best place” for learning – p. 3

Connecting to the relational ways of knowing FNM/I – p. 3
Enhancing principles of social, global and ecological justice – p. 4

Addressing the Conceptual Foundations – p. 5

Integrating Place-based education to the concentric circles – p. 7

References – p. 8

Introduction

The following will outline my understanding of six different aspects referring to place-based education. Each answer will include: 
· At least one cited quotation from our classroom readings.
· A sentence explaining the quotation’s relevance to the aspect or question.

· An example classroom activity or exercise that illustrates my understanding of the topic.
· A connection from the example activity to the aspect.

· A connection to my personal or professional life (past, present, or future).
1) Define place-based education, and articulate why and how place matters in teaching and learning (5/35).

"Place-based education is learning that is rooted in what is local—the unique history, environment, culture, economy, literature, and art of a particular place. The community provides the context for learning." (Smith & Sobel, 2010, p. 23)

The reason I chose this quote to define place-based education is because it does not limit the subjects that can use place-based education. It can be used for all subjects under almost any context of learning. It is the idea that by connecting our learning to more than just a classroom, us teachers can provide a more well-rounded learning experience.
The two quotes I will use to articulate why and how place matters in teaching and learning are from “Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children form Nature Deficit Disorder”, by: Richard Louv.
“This isn’t memorizing information for a test…When you sit in silence in front of a glacier and see the glacial pond, the dirt of the glacial moraine, the succession of plants from the lichens to the climax forest, and you write and sketch what you see, you make a bond with that moment. This experience becomes part of you.” (R. Louv, 2008, p. 211)
"The Canadian researchers found that teachers expressed renewed enthusiasm for teaching. “When I am teaching outside, I feel excited again. . . . I realize that I still have a lot of passion for teaching:’ said one teacher. In an era of increased teacher burnout, the impact of green schools and outdoor education on teachers should not be underestimated." (R. Louv, 2008, p. 220)
These quotes reflect on the positive effect that place-based education has on both the student, and the teacher. The first quote resonates with students who learn through experience and nature rather than reading and writing. This ties well into our educational psychology methods course and the theory of multiple intelligences. It is fundamental to encourage differentiated teaching styles to adapt to our students’ needs. In addition, the experience students under-go when learning from the community around them also increases their learning retention. 
The second quote explains the significance that place-based learning has on teachers who experience burnout. Place-based education provides teachers with “renewed enthusiasm”. This means that place-based education has the effect to revitalize teachers who are burning out, therefore lowering the turn-over rate.
I know the feeling of “burnout” very well. I plan on preventing my future students from undergoing the same feeling by using place-based education. The hope is that my future students will come to class to learn and feel good learning. My major is in physical education. It will be my pleasure to take them outside to feel the sun on their skin, to skate on homemade ice, to explore the wilderness on a hike by the river, to learn hoop-dancing at Wanuskewin, and so much more. 
2) Explain why it is important to find and use the “best place” for learning in connection to the classroom, the community, technology and the land (5/35). 

“Judicious use of the outdoors provides excellent opportunities to create innovative practices and experiments that can illuminate theory and provide real learning context for their students” (Beams et al., 2012, p. 22).
The reason this quotation resonates well with the aspect above is because it uses the word “Judicious”. I believe the author uses this word as a means of picking an appropriate environment relevant to the lesson being taught. In my opinion, the environment would depend a lot on the students learning styles. There are a lot of possible answers, however my experience has been:

· The classroom: Learning to read or write, hard concepts like math, etc.

· The community: Social awareness, communication skills, local history, value-based teaching, etc.

· Playground/Outdoors: environmental education, learning vocabulary (second language), physical education, etc.

· Virtual classroom: Large group learning, technology sharing (videos, etc.), virtual tours, video-game based instruction, social media awareness, etc.
I believe that the environment plays a large role in a student’s learning. For example,

learning to play soccer online would be more difficult than in a grassy field with friends and a coach. My main goal is to ensure that I know my future students well enough so that I can properly select from a variety of “places” to find what is best suited for their learning.
3) Describe how “place-based” learning is integrally connected to the relational ways of knowing of First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples (5/35). 

Before going to Wanuskewin, our professor had us do a reading on Leroy Little Bear's account of the Aboriginal philosophy and the expression “Jagged world-view” (which is used to describe the missing pieces of the aboriginal worldview caused by the colonization). This not only prepared us for our trip by giving us knowledge of the indigenous people and the colonization, but also allowed us to gain “two-eyed seeing” (looking at life’s lessons from the indigenous lens).

For example, “Jagged Worldviews Colliding” by Leroy Little Bear touches on different worldviews specifically on the Aboriginal perspective. This philosophy discusses how everything in our natural world is connected.  

"All things are animate, imbued with spirit, and in constant motion." (Battiste, 2000, p. 77) 

This idea of wholeness is an important factor for the indigenous culture and their worldviews. However, what we see more commonly now is a Eurocentric worldview. This worldview is different because of its hierarchical nature. It is less about connecting with the environment and more about mankind being the pinnacle of our world. Place-based education allows for more flexibility. It can teach lessons from many perspectives and allows for a connection with nature. 

I like the idea of having my future class gaining background knowledge and “two-eyed seeing” before going on a trip to Wanuskewin. I would not want my students to walk out of an opportunity like with only the memory of walking outside and building a tipi. I would want them to really invest themselves in the experience. For example, understanding the significance of the land (Wanuskewin), listening to the lesson taught orally instead of on a screen, share stories and potentially learn the traditions of our ancestors, etc.  

Overall, I believe that place-based learning is the key to having a better understanding of the First Nations, Metis, and Inuit cultures.

4) Explain how the integration of “place” can be used to enhance principles of social, global and ecological justice (5/35). 
Social
My research and experience at Brightwater touched on the integration of “place” being used to enhance social justice. They offer many programs for students in both middle and high school years. Some of these programs include “Giving Back and Environment Work” projects, “Earthkeepers”, “Ecological Knowledge” programs, etc. I will take my class on a trip to Brightwater in the future and hopefully influence them to start a social justice club.
Global

Gruenewald & Smith (2008). Place-based education in the global age describes decolonization as eliminating the effects of colonization. It is what Canada has been trying to do for some time now. “Reversing the colonization”. In order to truly “decolonize” we must be well informed and have knowledge. Place-based education allows students to learn the effects of colonization, eventually sparking change in our youth.
Gruenewald & Smith (2008) also describe reinhabitation as the ability to restore the relationships between all entities of life to allow for growth in all aspects of life in are world as well as recognize the need for people to care about each other and the world.  Place-based education emphasizes the importance of the community. Eventually the goal is to care for the community throughout our lives. (Lived-curriculum)
Ecological

Here is how I would use Pelo’s principles of establishing an ecological identity using place-based learning in Phys. Ed.:

· Walk the land: Use the outdoor learning section of our curriculum by having student’s build on ways they can be physically active with a focus on the land around them. Create an assignment that has students reflect on ways they can be active and healthy close to home. If they live by the river, a park, hills, a trail, etc. Monitoring them throughout weekly journals.

· Learn the names: Build physical literacy as well as nature-based literacy. Playing fetch with your dog requires you to be outside generally. You also need to understand how to throw a ball/stick, so why not take the time to practice your stuff at the same time as learning the muscles of the body, the cardiovascular system, etc. In addition, while we’re at it, learn the names of the trees you run by, the flowers in the garden, and how they function?

· Embrace sensuality: Breathe the air, feel the wind, and watch as the sun sets. Enjoy the use of your 5 senses when working your fitness. Embrace the fact that you are alive!

· Explore new perspectives: Think of ways to differentiate what you are doing. Invite people to join you. Switch the direction of your walk. Run faster. Play with your dog at a different time. Ask yourself, “Am I making a positive impact on those around me?” “Can I do more for the environment?” etc.

· Learn the stories: If you come across a memorial bench, or a person who is also walking their dog, pay attention to them. Research/ask for a story. Perhaps you can learn something to help you with the project.

· Tell the stories: As mentioned earlier, record yourself. Am I improving? What went differently today? What can I do better? Take photos if you like, or make a video recording! Write a poem or song. Express yourself and the environment you toured in some way!

5) Explain how “place-based” education addresses the Conceptual Foundations (pp. 7-8) in the Ministry of Education Curricular document (5/35). 
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How do I currently plan for and support students in developing the important ideas encompassed by the Broad Areas of Learning? What else might be done to deepen students’ understanding in these areas?

"I began to tap into the importance of wonder as a learning tool... by spinning webs of wonder into an embodied connection with place, we are left inspired! (Piersol, 2010, p. 204-205)
Place-based education engages the curiosity in students minds and allows for more questions. This leads to a deeper understanding regardless of the BAL you are trying to develop (“Lifelong learners”, “Self and Community”, “Engaged Citizens”). By using place-based education we are asking questions, being part of the community, and engaging in activity.
How do I currently plan for and support students in developing the important ideas encompassed by the four Cross-curricular Competencies? What else might be done to engage students in developing these competencies?

The CCCs are: Developing Social Responsibilities, Developing Literacies, Developing Thinking, and Developing Identity/Interdependence 

Place-based education can develop these competencies in a variety of pays due to its dynamic range of teaching environments. The potential for growth is extraordinary. For example, Brightwater taught out class social responsibilities and Wanuskewin developed literacies and thinking. I have already used place-based education with my partner teachers Special Phys. Ed. class to learn curling literacy and thinking at the curling rink downtown.
How do the K-12 goals reflect the aim of an area of study?

Curriculum is defined as "The subjects and content comprising a course of study" (Beames, 2012, p. 16) Although the text defines it as such, I believe curriculum is much more dynamic! There are several factors that can influence a “curriculum” and make one classroom seem very different than another! For example, teaching philosophies, classroom space, creative thinkers, genius student, etc. 

Place-based education will keep students of all ages focused because of its dynamic range of teaching environments. Students should be provided journals similar to the EFDT 315 course so that they can further absorb the information gained.
How would I explain to others the vision for K-12 curriculum in Saskatchewan based on what I have learned about the Broad Areas of Learning, Cross-curricular Competencies, and K-12 aims and goals for all areas of study?
By learning from a variety of places, we build character in our students. The goal is to build a well-rounded student who is capable of doing a variety of great things. In my opinion, the best way to show others how to achieve all these goals is to use the community to its fullest and provide a variety of learning tools for our children. I definitely believe place-based education is the way to achieve these goals.
6) Explain how “place-based” education integrates the concentric circles of the Indigenous Voices symbol on the first page of this syllabus (5/35). 
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The image is designed like a medicine wheel with four sections. The word “contracting” typically means tightening or moving closer together. Therefore, the image represents the for sections working towards an understanding and eventually reaching “shared ground”. This ties a lot into “truth and reconciliation”. Place-based education plays a huge role in the concentric circles because of its direct connection to the outer rims. We can use different learning environments to assist our students in achieving a better understanding and ultimately reach “shared ground”. This is how I perceive the image. 

For example, I believe to best understand the “Ceremony and Story” it would be best to take my future students to Wanuskewin rather than learn it in the classroom. The reason for this is because of the connection they will be able to make with the environment and their lesson. In my opinion, this does not only occur on the physical level, but also on a spiritual level. 

"How did our schooling extend or suppress our naive earth-knowledge and our love of place?...Teachers made no effort to incorporate our vast, if immature knowledge of the land into the curriculum...(Sobel, 2004, citing Bigelow, 1996).
It is our jobs as future educators to change that. Place-based education is the key to adaption and understanding concepts from a variety of different worldviews.

"To truly Indigenize means to increase participation, to adapt to local ways...to understand and respect diverse knowledge systems" (Indigenous Voices, U of S).

In conclusion, place-based education is something that I will use for my lifetime as an educator. I highly recommend it to anyone. Thank you. 
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